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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 &2 

TAGS: PBOR, MARR, MILI, UNSC, IS, LE, XF 

SUBJECT: ERS KINE/EIT AN MEETING AUGUST 9 

REF: USUN 3150 

1 . AFTER READING UN REPORT ON LATEST MEETING BETWEEN 
ERSKINE AND EITAN, I CALLED WEIZMAN LATE AFTERNOON AUGUST 10. 

1 BEGAN BY TELLING HIM THAT FOLLOWING OUR SOMBER MEETING 
OF LAST EVENING, THE NEWS WE HAD RECEIVED THIS MORNING 
FROM BEIRUT WAS ENCOURAGING, AT LEAST FOR THE MOMENT. A 
CEASEFIRE SEEMED TO BE IN EFFECT. MORE IMPORTANT, 

THERE WAS SOME WITHDRAWAL OF SYRIAN FORCES FROM STRONG 
POINTS IN EAST BEIRUT, AND THEIR REPLACEMENT BY LEBANESE 
ELEMENTS. THIS WAS ONLY A START, BUT IT WAS A START. WEIZMAN 
AGREED. 

2. I NEXT MOVED TO THE CENTRAL PURPOSE OF MY CALL. I 
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TOLD WEIZMAN THAT THE ERSKINE-EITAN MEETING WAS CAUSING 
REAL PROBLEMS. AT THE SAME TIME WEIZMAN AND THE TOP 
PEOPLE IN THE CABINET WERE ASSURING ME THAT THEY SUPPORTED 
THE MOVE BY HELICOPTER OF ONE LAF COMPANY TO TIBNIN AND 
WOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF 
THAT TRANSIT, EITAN WAS TELLING ERSKINE A CONTRADICTORY 
MESSAGE AND ADVISING AGAINST ANY FURTHER MOVEMENT OF THE 
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LEBANESE BATTALION. THE REPORT OF THE EITAN-ERSKINE MEETING, 

AND EITAN'S COMMENTS, WERE CIRCULATING AROUND BEIRUT, THE 
UN, WASHINGTON AND EVERYWHERE ELSE, AND WERE NOT HELPFUL. 

3. WEIZMAN IMMEDIATELY RESPONDED THAT ISRAEL S POSITION 
HAD NOT CHANGED. IF THE LEBANESE DECIDE TO GO BY HELICOPTER, 
WEIZMAN WOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ENSURE THAT THEY 
GET TO THEIR DESTINATION SAFELY. HE COULD NOT GIVE 
ABSOLUTE ASSURANCE BECAUSE THERE WERE "CRAZY PEOPLE" 

INVOLVED, BUT HE WOULD CERTAINLY DO HIS BEST. 

4. WEIZMAN SAID HE WOULD TALK THE MATTER OVER WITH EITAN 
AND CALL ME BACK IN 30 MINUTES. 

5. WHEN HE GOT BACK IN TOUCH, WEIZMAN SAID EITAN WAS IN 
HIS OFFICE AND HAD A SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT VERSION OF THE 
MEETING. ACCORDING TO EITAN. HE HAD SAID THAT IF THE 

LAF UNIT WENT BY HELICOPTER, THE ISRAELIS WOULD DO EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE TO ENSURE ITS SAFETY, BUT COULD NOT GUARANTEE 
THAT SOMEONE IN THE ENCLAVES WOULD NOT OPEN UP WITH MACHINE 
GUN FIRE. WEIZMAN SAID THAT HE KNEW THERE WERE REPORTS 
THAT EITAN WAS NOT TALKING IN A WAY WHICH WAS CONSISTENT 
WITH GOI POLICY. WEIZMAN WANTED ME TO KNOW THAT INDEED 
EITAN WAS EXPRESSING GOI POLICY. IN ORDER TO CLEAR UP 
MISUNDERSTANDING, WEIZMAN SUGGESTED THAT ARMA COL. WILLIAMS 
MEET TONIGHT AT 2000 HOURS WITH EITAN TO GET DIRECTLY HIS 
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VERSION OF THE MEETING WITH ERSKINE. BEN GAL 
WILL ALSO BE PRESENT IF THAT CAN BE ARRANGED. I IMMEDIATELY 
AGREED AND WE WILL BE REPORTING ON THAT CONVERSATION 
LATER THIS EVENING. 

6. COMMENT: WEIZMAN WAS OBVIOUSLY IN A TROUBLED POSITION. I GOT 
THE FEELING THAT HE IS NOT ABSOLUTELY SURE THAT WHAT HE 

IS BEING TOLD BY HIS SUBORDINATES IS TRUE. ON THE OTHER 
HAND IT IS MY IMPRESSION THAT HE TURSTS EITAN. IN ANY EVENT, 

MOST IMPORTANT POINT OUT OF THESE TWO CONVERSATIONS IS WEIZMAN'S 
ASSURANCE THAT GOI CONTINUES TO SUPPORT MOVEMENT OF ONE LAF 
COMPANY FROM KAWKABA TO TIBNIN BY HELICOPTER. I RECOMMEND THAT 
AMBASSADOR PARKER MAKE THIS POINT CLEAR TO LEBANESE GOVERNMENT 
AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. 

LEWIS 
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